MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS
Roman Africa may have had a population equal to that of today
—namely, 7 to 8 millions—which means that the Roman popu-
lation would have been a hundred times more numerous than the
horde of Vandal invaders.
We can hardly assume that the Visigoths were much more
numerous in their kingdom, which extended from the Loire to
Gibraltar, so that Schmidt's figure of 100,000 may be accepted
as probable.
The Burgundi1 do not seem to have numbered more than
25,000 souls, of whom 5,000 would be warriors.
In the 5th century, according to Doren,2 the total population
of Italy may be estimated at 5 or 6 millions. But we know nothing
definite. As for the numbers of the Ostrogoths, Schmidt8 estimates
it at 100,000, of whom 20,000 were warriors.4
All this is conjecture. Our estimate would doubtless be in excess
of the truth if, for the Western provinces beyond the limes, we
reckoned the Germanic element as constituting 5 per cent of the
population.
As a matter of fact, a minority can transform a people when it
wishes to dominate it effectively, when it has only contempt for
it, regarding it as fit only for exploitation; as was the case with
die Normans in England, the Musulmans wherever they appeared,
and even the Romans in the conquered provinces. But the Germans
1 i. schmidt, op. cit., p. 168. In 406 they were established in Germania.
Cf, in this connection the recent theory expounded by m. h. GRjtaoiRB, La
Patrie de$ Nibdungen, byzanxion, vol. IX, 1934, pp. 1-40, and the objections
formulated by m. e. ganshof in the revue belgb de phtlologie bt d'histoerb,
vol. XIV, 1935, pp. 195-210. Their king, Gundachar, having attempted to
enter Belgium, was crushed in 435-436 by Aetius, who in 443 removed the
rest of the Burgundi to Sapaudia. Cf. iot, phster and ganshof, Histoire du
Moyen Age, vol. I, pp. 58-59. coiville, op. cit., pp. 153 et sec[. arrives by
arbitrary calculations at the figure of 263,700.
* dorbn, Italicnische Wirtschaftsgeschichte (Collection brodnttz), vol. I,
1934, p. 29.
8 I. SCHMIDT, Op. Clt., p. 293.
4 According to i. haktmann, Das Italmische Kottigreich, vol. I, p. 72 (in
Geschichte Italians im Mittelalter, vol I), who follows dahn* Theod<aric must
have been accompanied by hundreds of thousands of Ostrogoths.
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